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UNDEFEATED!UNDEFEATED!

Chronicle

L O V E L L

Lovell Bulldogs 

11 – 0
A perfect 2011 season!

http://www.lovellchronicle.com
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CodeRed Tactical 
411 East Main Street,  

Lovell, Wyoming 82431
t: (307) 548-7154     

www.coderedtacticalwy.com

Congratulations 
Lovell  

Bulldogs  
on your win  
 at State!

Discounts for Military, Law Enforcement,  
EMTs, Firefighters and Search & Rescue.  

Thank you for all that you do for us!

www.baircoconstruction.com

That’s a 
job 
well 
done
Lovell 
Bulldog 
football!

We would 
like to 
compliment 
you on your 
success and 
hope your 
future is 
just as 
successfull!

179 E. 3rd St., Lovell, WY 82431 • 548-2213
www.BankofLovell.com

Undefeated
State

Champs!

Proud to 
support the 

Lovell Bulldogs 
on their road 

to perfection!

Better Body Fitness
215 East Main
(307)548-2639

You’ve 
proven 
you’re 
the 
best!

L
H
S
CongratS!

483 Shoshone Ave. 
Lovell

548-9370

We knew you 
could do it!

Valley 
Flowers 
& Gifts

154 E. Main
Lovell

548-7101

Way to go, 11-0!
Lovell Bulldog               
   Football
     State 
Champions!

142 East 3rd Street (307)548-6707

Congratulations Bulldogs!
You’ve developed your talents and perservered 

to the end for the ultimate reward!

S&L Industrial
675 Road 7-1/2, Cowley • 548-2242

Full Service Banking from the Basin’s Community Bank

CONGRATULATIONS, 

ON YOUR VICTORY AT STATE!

8 East Main Street  •  (307) 548-2703  •  Lovell, WY 82431

From the Superintendent
Dan Coe

SuperintenDent 
Big Horn SCHool DiSt. #2

Congratulations to the Lovell Bulldogs football team and coach-
es 2011 for an outstanding season. It was a wonderful community 
experience to watch and cheer for a great group of state football 
champions!

Your commitment to excellence was evident as you made the 
plays necessary to win each contest this year for an undefeated 
season. Your countless hours of preparation, dedication and hard 
work over the years are greatly appreciated as you accomplished 
your goal of a state championship. Just as important was the way 
you won with class, dignity and outstanding sportsmanship. Three 
different times this season the Lovell Bulldog football team and 
coaches as a whole were awarded the WHSAA Good Sportsman-
ship Award, not to mention the individual football player WHSAA 
Sportsmanship Awards presented during the season as well. You 
never made excuses if the ball did not bounce your way. You stayed 
focused on your goals and your commitment to excellence and con-
tinued to support each other on and off the field, resulting in an un-
defeated season.

The wonderful memories of an undefeated state championship 
season enriched you and our community. Thank you for represent-
ing yourselves, your school, your team and community with great 
character. You truly are champions on and off the field and we are 
proud of the LHS football players and coaches. It was a great cham-
pionship season ride.

Lovell High School Football State Champions 2011! Has a nice 
ring to it, doesn’t it?

on the front cover
A calm, confident Lovell Bulldog team takes the field at War 
Memorial Stadium at the start of the championship game 
on November 11. Pictured (l-r) are Dylan Hultgren (#12), 
Dimas Patina (37), PJ Blankenship (21), Jacob Asay (74), 
Jacob Beck (51), Cody Savage (11), Dillon Pickett (32), Collin 
McArthur (27), Hunter Hinckley (82) and Ritch McCollam 
(85).

David Peck photo

Lovell’s opportunistic defense forced four turnovers, 
blocked a punt and stopped Lyman on fourth down four 
times in the state title game. Here, senior safety Collin 
McArthur comes down with a drive-killing interception in 
the fourth quarter as Hunter Hinckley (82) and Brigham 
Hopkin (41) look on.

the lovell Chronicle staff is 
proud of  the Bulldogs both for 
their success on the field but 
also for their sportsmanship 
and leadership. good job, guys!

http://www.facebook.com/pages/CodeRed-Tactical/200391453353068
http://www.baircoconstruction.com/
http://www.bankoflovell.com/
http://www.lovellinc.org
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Meet the 2011 state champion lovell Bulldogs
It takes a team to win a title, but individuals comprise the team. Coach 

Doug Hazen presented the following tribute to the 2011 Lovell Bulldog 
championship/varsity players:

SeniorS
Steven Pickett #4 played linebacker and fullback. He was 
a team leader and was one of our three team captains. 
Unfortunately, Steven was injured in week five of the 
season and was unable to return. Steven deserves a 
tremendous amount of credit for our team’s success. Steven 
was selected to the 2A West Honorable Mention All-
Conference Team.

Adam Beck #23 played a vital role on special teams. 
Adam consistently made tackles on kickoff coverage. He 
added depth to our receiving corps, and pushed himself and 
others to become better football players this season.

McKayan May #26 played both cornerback and wide 
receiver. His pass coverage and ball skills increased as the 
season progressed, resulting in him leading the team in 
interceptions. McKayan was selected to the 2A West 
Honorable Mention All-Conference Team.

Collin McArthur #27 played both safety and wide 
receiver. Collin had a nose for the football, blocking four 
kicks, intercepting three passes and ending up second on 
the team in tackles. As a result Collin was a 2A All-State 
selection and the 2A Defensive Player of the Year.

Dimas ‘The Greek’ Patina #37 played running back and 
defensive back. Dimas was our spark plug in the backfield, 
finishing the season as our second leading rusher 
averaging 5.9 yards per carry. Dimas was selected to the 
2A West Honorable Mention All-Conference Team.

Brigham Hopkin #41 played outside and inside 
linebacker. Brigham’s play steadily improved throughout 
the season, finishing with 3 tackles for loss, 1 sack, 1 
fumble recover, and 1 interception. He played his best in 
the biggest games, when it mattered most.

PJ Blankenship #21 was a key contributor on special 
teams. PJ worked hard and developed throughout the 
season, helping to improve everyone around him. He was 
part of our kickoff return unit that returned one kick for a 
touchdown and constantly set up our offense with great 
field position. 

Cody Clark #50 played offensive and defensive line. Cody 
was a true team player doing whatever was asked of him. 
He was a special teams standout and a solid offensive 
lineman the entire season. His work ethic and 
determination will be missed next season.

Eli Moody #53 played offensive and defensive line. Eli was 
probably one of our most improved players. Through his 
own hard work he became a two-way starter and 
outstanding player on both sides of the football. Eli was 
voted to the 2A West All Conference team and was second 
team All-State.

Garrett Angell #69 played both offensive and defensive 
line. Garrett was a force in the middle of our defense at 
defensive tackle. Garrett has been recognized for his efforts 
by being voted to the 2A West All-Conference team, 
nominated for the 2012 US Army All-American Bowl, the 
2011 ESPN All-Wyoming team, and as an All-American 
from Gridiron University.

AJ Montanez #75 played both offensive and defensive 
line. AJ has started on the varsity for the past four years. 
He has been both an outstanding player and leader. AJ was 
voted team captain this season. He was also recognized as 
the 2A Lineman of the year, a selection to the Wyoming 
Super 25 team and a two time All-State Selection.

Mark Grant #80 played fullback, tight end and linebacker. 
Mark was an unselfish player who played wherever he was 
needed on the field. He was voted team captain and lead by 
example throughout the season. Mark was recognized for 
his efforts by being selected to the Wyoming Super 25 
team, and also received his second straight All-State 
selection.

Hunter Hinckley #82 played both corner and wide 
receiver. Hunter was probably the most assignment sound 
defensive player I have had the opportunity to coach at 
LHS. He was always in a position to make a play and his 
completive spirit allowed him to out-fight many larger 
opponents for the football. Hunter was a 2A All-State 
selection.

Ritch McCollam #85 played defensive line. Ritch was our 
pass rush specialist, coming into the game to give our 
defensive line a boost and get after the QB. He finished the 
season with 5 tackles for loss and 2 sacks. Ritch also played 
on a large portion of our special teams units.
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JuniorS
Nathan Grant #3 played both fullback and linebacker. He 
was not only a gifted runner in the backfield, he was also a 
pass threat and an extraordinary blocker. Nathan was one 
of our most versatile players, filling into whatever position 
we needed. He was selected to the 2A West Honorable 
Mention All-Conference Team.

Cody Savage #11 played tight end, defensive end and 
punter/kicker. Cody’s abilities to kick and punt the ball 
made him an extreme weapon for our team. He had a punt 
of over 85 yards this season. Cody was also a very 
dangerous receiver, leading the team in receptions and 
yards. His efforts were rewarded with a 2A All-State 
selection.

Dylan Hultgren #12 played quarterback. Dylan’s work 
ethic and dedication to the team was unmatched this 
season. He was the first player into my room to watch film 
and the last to leave. Dylan finished the season passing for 
1,490 yards with 13 TDs and only 5 interceptions. He was 
rewarded with a 2A All-State selection.

Ryan Clark #33 played both linebacker and fullback. 
Ryan gained confidence throughout the season, mainly 
playing in many of our special teams packages. During the 
playoffs when Ryan was called upon to fill in at the 
linebacker position he made the most of his opportunity 
and was a key reason our team reached the state 
championship.

Dino Collins #34 played both linebacker and running 
back. Dino was our most feared offensive weapon. Most 
teams we played strictly keyed off of where #34 was. He 
finished the season leading the team in all-purpose yards, 
rushing for a total of 1,202 yards and 17 touchdowns. Dino 
was rewarded with a 2A All-State selection.

Jacob Beck #51 played offensive line this season. Jacob 
worked hard in the offseason, gained experience and his 
play steadily improved throughout the season. He was not 
one of our biggest linemen, but was certainly one of the 
toughest. 

Nathan Ballard #56 played offensive tackle. Nathan is a 
player with deceptive strength; he was able to block 
opponents much larger than himself. He was a key to the 
success we had running the football this season. Nathan 
was also a contributor on many special teams units.

Tanner Rohrer #62 played center this season. Tanner 
was extremely consistent with his shotgun and long snaps. 
His blocking skills and communication significantly 
improved as the season progressed. Tanner was rewarded 
for his efforts this season with a selection to the 2A West 
Honorable Mention All-Conference Team.

Jacob Asay #74 played both offensive and defensive line 
this season. Jacob is an unselfish player who added depth 
to our line on both sides of the football. He saw most of his 
playing time at nose tackle where he enhanced our run 
defense with his physical play.

Austin Ellis #81 played outside linebacker and was a 
contributor on special teams. Austin has an incredible 
motor and always hustles to the football. He showed 
improvement every week and brought an enthusiastic 
attitude to our team.

Demitrie Montuy (Manager) did a remarkable job as our 
manager this season. His filming for our team was top 
notch. He made the lives of the coaches and players much 
easier helping out with practice, getting gear set up, and 
most of all bringing a great attitude to everything he did.

SopHoMoreS
Dillon Pickett #32 played inside linebacker. Dillon was 
the only sophomore to start on the varsity this season. He 
became a feared playmaker in the middle of our defense 
and really stepped up for our team when his brother Steven 
went down with an injury. Dillon finished the season 
leading our team in tackles and gave us the physical 
presence we needed to play effective defensive football.

Calin McArthur #20 played inside and outside linebacker 
this season. Calin was one of only two sophomores who 
traveled with the varsity this season. He improved 
tremendously this season, helping us each day in practice. I 
expect Calin to become a solid contributor at the varsity 
level over the next few seasons.
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Cindy AsAy

Junior quarterback Dylan Hultgren races out of the pocket as right 
tackle Nathan Ballard (56) blocks during Lovell’s championship 
game victory.

Cindy AsAy

“Hey, what happened to my helmet,” Hunter Hinckley seems to be 
saying as a Lyman player comes away with the hat as Dino Collins 
scores a two-point conversion following Lovell’s second touchdown 
of day in the title game.
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Your practice and preparation has paid off 
with the ultimate reward!

Way to go, Bulldogs!

Country Store
575 East Main • (307)548-7100

We love our 
Lovell Bulldogs!

284 E. Main, Lovell
548-2751

Nothing could stop you on your way to success.

Congratulations on your 

State 
Championship!

1000 Hwy. 14A, Powell • 754-7099
www.fremontmotors.com

Your 
accomplishment 

is well-deserved!!
Great job, 

Lovell Bulldogs!!

Hyart Theatre
251 East Main

(307)548-7021

By DaviD peCk
For only the second time in school history, the 

Lovell Bulldogs held a state championship trophy 
high following their 21-13 win over the Lyman 
Eagles in the state Class 2A championship game 
played at War Memorial Stadium in Laramie on 
November 11.

And just like the 1987 championship team, 
the Bulldogs ran the table, completing an 11-0 
season.

The win on 11-11-11 to make the Bulldogs 
11-0 capped a remarkable “perfect season” of tri-
umph for the veteran team that capped the run on 
Veterans Day.

Here is a look at the 2011 season game by 
game:

lovell 45, WrigHt 8 in lovell
After a week zero scrimmage game at Doug-

las, the top-ranked Bulldogs opened the official 
season with a non-conference game against the 
Wright Panthers from the 2A East. The Bulldogs 
racked up 355 yards rushing en route to 438 yards 
of total offense. Lovell built a 39-0 lead in the first 
half as junior halfback Dino Collins rushed for 
126 yards on only eight carries, a 15.75 average. 
Fullback Steven Pickett scored three touchdowns.

lovell 54, pineDale 0 in pineDale
The Bulldogs made the long journey to Sub-

lette County in week two and crushed the Pine-
dale Wranglers in the 2A West conference opener 

for both teams. Lovell scored three times in the 
first quarter and four more in the second to lead 
47-0 at halftime. Dino Collins scored three touch-
downs, Mark Grant two, and Dylan Hultgren 
threw a pair of touchdown passes. Collins rushed 
for 166 yards, and Hultgren completed eight of 
nine passes for 116 yards. Lovell limited Pinedale 
to 26 yards of total offense.

lovell 21, lyMan 7 in lovell
The first Lyman showdown came on Sept. 16, 

when the Bulldogs defeated the second-ranked 
Eagles for homecoming. Lovell dominated the 
first half and led 21-0 at intermission on a Hult-
gren-to-Cody Savage touchdown pass and touch-
down runs by Collins and Mark Grant. Lovell 
picked off four passes against the aerial attack 
of the Eagles, two by McKayan May. Lyman also 
fumbled the ball away and turned the ball over 
on downs in the red zone to complete the strong 
Lovell defensive effort.

lovell 21, Mountain vieW 19 in 
Mountain vieW

In Lovell’s closest game of the year, the Bull-
dogs survived another long trip to southwest Wy-
oming, this time to fifth-ranked Mountain View. 
The Bulldogs built a 14-0 lead in the first quar-
ter, then after Mountain View made it 14-6 in the 
third, the Bulldogs increased the lead to 21-6 fol-
lowing a Brigham Hopkin interception. Mountain 

View cut the margin to two again and got the ball 
back in the final minute, using two pass interfer-
ence penalties to threaten before the Bulldogs 
held deep in the red zone.

lovell 24, greyBull 13 in greyBull
The Bulldogs survived their third “big game” 

in a row at Greybull, topping the undefeated and 
third-ranked Buffs in Greybull. The Bulldogs 
opened up the passing attack in this one as Hult-
gren threw for 231 yards and two touchdowns, 
spreading the ball around to six different receiv-
ers. After a slow Lovell start offensively, Grey-
bull led 6-0 late in the first quarter before the 
Bulldogs scored two second-quarter touchdowns 
to lead 14-6 at the half. Interceptions by Hunter 
Hinckley and Mark Grant helped Lovell take a 
21-6 lead, then led 24-6 in the fourth before a late 
Greybull touchdown cut the final margin to 11. 
The Bulldogs lost senior leader Steven Pickett for 
the season with a broken leg.

lovell 32, tHerMopoliS 13 in lovell
The Bulldogs took on the two-time defend-

ing state champion Bobcats in week six at home, 
getting a test from the Bobcats and their wide-
open attack before prevailing, thanks, in part, to 
turnovers. Thermop led 13-7 in the second quar-
ter before a 90-yard kickoff return by Mark Grant 
knotted the score. Collin McArthur’s blocked punt 
set up a score that put Lovell up 20-13, and the 

Bulldogs led 26-13 at the half after a Dino Collins 
fumble return set up a short drive. Two second-
half field goals by Cody Savage gave Lovell the 
32-13 final score. Lovell rushed for 190 yards and 
passed for 131. Mark Grant racked up 24 defen-
sive points.

lovell 42, keMMerer 13 in lovell
The Bulldogs made it seven in a row as they 

toppled Kemmerer to win the conference and 
clinch home-field advantage for the playoffs. 
Lovell scored on six of eight possessions through 
the first three quarters to build a 42-7 lead with 
a balanced offensive attack and an aggressive de-
fense that controlled the line of scrimmage and 
shut down Kemmerer’s strong running game. 
Lovell rushed for 235 yards and passed for 176. 
AJ Montanez had a monster game at defensive 
tackle, amassing 34 defensive points. Collins fin-
ished with 158 yards rushing, and Hultgren hit 
15 of 22 passes for 176 yards.

lovell 55, Big piney 6 in Big piney
Lovell concluded the regular season by clob-

bering the outmanned Big Piney Punchers on 
the road. Coach Hazen said he wanted to stay 
healthy, get a win and keep the team momentum. 
Many starters played only in the first half, when 
the Bulldogs forged a 42-6 halftime lead, then 
added two more scores in the second half. The 
Bulldogs rushed for 315 yards as Dimas Patina 

finished with 98 yards on 11 carries.

playoFFS
lovell 43, BurnS 6 in lovell

Burns came to Lovell as a confident team, 
having won five games in a row, but the Bulldogs 
took it to the visitors from Southeast Wyoming, 
stuffing the Burns running game and thwart-
ing the Broncs’ aerial attack. The Bulldogs inter-
cepted four passes, three by McKayan May. The 
Lovell power running game rolled up 308 yards as 
Collins gained 128 yards, Patina 93.

lovell 23, neWCaStle 20 in lovell
The 9-0 Bulldogs met the 7-2 Newcastle Do-

gies in a state semifinal game at Robertson Sta-
dium. Newcastle was a big, physical team, but the 
Bulldogs forged a 23-6 lead before two late touch-
downs made Bulldog fans nervous. Newcastle 
outgained the Bulldogs 359-206, but the Lovell 
defense stopped six Dogie drives on turnovers – 
five interceptions and one fumble. Dillon Pickett 
snared three of the interceptions.

Lovell led 10-0 at the half on a Savage field 
goal and a Patina run, but Newcastle converted 
an onside kick into a touchdown to make it 10-6 
early in the third. Lovell surged ahead on a 10-
yard Collins sweep and a 17-yard pass from Hult-
gren to Savage, but Newcastle put a scare into the 
Bulldogs with a pair of late touchdown passes. 
Collin McArthur scooped up the final onside kick 

to preserve the win.

CHaMpionSHip gaMe
lovell 21, lyMan 13 in laraMie
The 10-0 Bulldogs came to play in the champi-

onship game on a sunny Veterans Day afternoon 
on Jonah Field at the University of Wyoming War 
Memorial Stadium in Laramie, taking on the 9-1 
and red hot Lyman Eagles for the second time in 
the season. The calm and confident Bulldogs built 
a 21-0 halftime lead, capping an 86-yard opening 
drive with a 12-yard sweep by Collins, then driv-
ing 92 yards in the second quarter for a 14-0 lead 
on a three-yard Collins run. The Bulldogs made it 
21-0 later in the half on a 17-yard run by Nathan 
Grant, capping a 47-yard drive set up by a McAr-
thur blocked punt.

The Bulldogs continued to move the ball in the 
second half but hurt themselves with penalties. 
Lyman drove 80 yards to start the third quarter, 
aided by an inadvertent whistle that gave the Ea-
gles the ball back after a fumble, and scored on a 
23-yard pass. Lyman added a late touchdown, but 
Brigham Hopkin covered the final onside kick to 
preserve the victory.

Lovell rushed for 191 yards as Collins bounced 
back from an ankle injury suffered against New-
castle to gain 138 yards on 33 carries, including 
104 in the first half when the Bulldogs dominated 
with their power running game. Hultgren threw 
for 170 yards.

Dream season: Bulldogs run the table to finish 11-0

http://www.firstbankofwyoming.com
http://www.fremontmotors.com/
http://www.hyarttheater.com/


8a | The Lovell Chronicle | November 24, 2011   November 24, 2011 | The Lovell Chronicle | 9a

1st Bank of Wyoming
ACC/CETCO
Bank of Lovell
Best Buy Auto Sales
Better Body Fitness
Big Horn Dispatch
Big Horn Federal
Brandin’ Iron
CK Hardware
Conoco Country Store
Cowley Merc 
Cowtown Café

Family Vision Clinic
Frannie Tack Shop 
Gary’s Auto Body
GK Construction
Haskell Funeral Home
Home Tech Solutions
Hyart Theatre
Johnson Home & Land
Lovell Chiropractic 
Lovell Chronicle
Lovell Drug

Lovell United Methodist 
Church

Lovell’s American Car Care 
Center

Maneline Hair and Nails
Mayes Brothers Body Shop                                                               
Midway Auto Sales 
Miller’s Fabrication
Minchow’s Service/Food 

Court
NEPECO
Nordenstam Masonry

North Big Horn Hospital
Queen Bee Gardens
Red Apple Supermarket
S&L Industrial
SE Inc.
TCT West 
Valley Flowers and Gifts
Walker’s Servicenter
Welch Family Dentistry
Western Sugar Cooperative
Wyo-Ben
Yellowstone Chiropractic

Congratulations 
to the Lovell Bulldogs 

2011 State Champions 
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We commend 
you for your 
achievement 
and hope you 
will enjoy its 
rewards for 

years to come!
LHS Football 

State Champions 2011

1115 Lane 12 • (307)548-5200
www.nbhh.com

Congratulations 
Bulldogs 
on your 

State Football 
Championship 
and undefeated 

season! 

What a great 
accomplishment!

777 Avenue H • (307)754-2267

451 Shoshone Avenue
(307)548-2275

Congratulations Lovell Bulldogs on 
your well deserved success!The 

Lovell 
Bulldogs 
deserve this 
prestigious 
award!

Great job!

Cowley 
Lumber

265 E. 4th S.
Cowley

548-2485

Perfect
is what your 

Undefeated 
Season 

says you are!

11-0

Western Sugar
Cooperative

(Grower-owned)

Lovell, Wyoming

Excellent 
work all 

year!
Way to go, Bulldogs!

La De Da
186 E. Main, Lovell

548-2030

Congrats Lovell 
Bulldogs for 
bringing home 
the 
State 
Championship!

Town of Lovell

Sensational
Season!

Nice going, 
Lovell Bulldogs!

Queen Bee 
Gardens
262 E. Main, Lovell

548-7083

Lovell Bulldogs
Final team statistics

Per game averages Lovell Opp. vs. Lovell
Rushing YD ATT YD/ATT YD ATT YD/ATT

238.2 44.1 5.4 101.7 33.5 3.0
Passing YD COMP COMP% YD COMP COMP%

135.2 10.7 66% 131.4 11.4 53%
Total Offense: 
Rush+Pass

YD ATT YD/ATT YD ATT YD/ATT

373.4 60.5 6.2 233.1 55.2 4.2
Punt Return # RET RET YD YD/RET # RET RET YD YD/RET

1.1 7.5 6.9 1.5 19.8 13.6
Kick Return # RET RET YD YD/RET #RET RET YD YD/RET

1.8 52 28.6 4.9 104 21.2
Scoring POINTS RUSH TD PASS TD POINTS RUSH TD PASS TD

34.6 3.6 1.2 10.7 0.5 1.0
1st Downs RUSH PASS TOTAL RUSH PASS TOTAL

10.9 5.3 17.1 5.1 5.0 11.3
Turnovers: Totals FUM INT +/- FUM INT +/-

12 6 22 16 25 -22
Punts # PUNTS TOT AVG NET AVG # PUNTS TOT AVG NET 

AVG
2.2 43.0 34.6 3.5 35.2 33.1

Kick Offs # KICKS TOT AVG NET AVG # KICKS TOT AVG NET 
AVG

6.3 51.7 32.8 2.9 42.0 22.6
from WyoPreps.com

dAvid PeCk

Lovell assistant coach Daniel Robertson was all smiles after the 
championship game victory, shown here hugging Dillon Pickett.

dAvid PeCk

Lovell junior running back Dino 
Collins looks for daylight during 
the first quarter of Lovell’s 21-13 
win over Lyman in the 2A title 
game.

http://www.nbhh.com
http://www.pvhc.org/
http://www.tctwest.net
http://www.westernsugar.com/
http://www.townoflovell.com
http://www.queenbeegardens.com
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By DaviD peCk

After the Lovell Bulldogs 
piled up the wins in the 2011 
season to capture the Class 
2A state title, they piled up 
the post-season honors, as 
seven players were selected 
to the 2A All-State squad, 
two more were chosen 2A 
West All-Conference and five 
received honorable mention 
status.

Seniors AJ Montanez, 
Mark Grant, Collin McArthur 
and Hunter Hinckley were 
selected for the all-state 
squad, along with juniors 
Dino Collins, Dylan Hultgren 
and Cody Savage.

Seniors Garrett Angell 
and Eli Moody were chosen 
all-conference, in addition to 
the seven all-state players, 
and seniors McKayan May, 
Steven Pickett and Dimas 
Patina received honorable 
mention recognition, along 
with juniors Nathan Grant 
and Tanner Rohrer.

In addition, the Casper 
Star-Tribune last week 
released its Super 25 list 
for 2011 – the elite 25 
players in the state at all 
levels of classification, and 
both Montanez and Mark 
Grant were chosen for that 
select group. Collins made 
the Super 25 second team, 
Hultgren and Savage the 
third team and Angell, May, 
Steven Pickett, Nathan 
Grant, Patina and sophomore 
Dillon Pickett honorable 
mention Super 25 recognition.

McArthur was selected 
as both the conference and 
Class 2A Defensive Player of 
the year, and Montanez was 
chosen both the conference 
and state Lineman of the 
Year. Coach Doug Hazen was 

voted the 2A West and state 
Coach of the Year.

A team captain, Montanez 
played offensive guard and 
defensive tackle for the 
Bulldogs. The senior was 
selected all-state for his 
second time.

“AJ was an outstanding 
leader as well as being a 
phenomenal football player. 
He was a vocal leader on our 
team,” Coach Hazen said. “He 
was a physical presence for us 
on defense especially and was 
our best offensive lineman.”

Montanez finished the 
season third on the team in 
defensive points and had 
60 assisted tackles, 13 solo 
tackles, nine tackles for a loss 
and three fumble recoveries.

Also returning to the all-
state team for the second time 
was senior Mark Grant, who 
played linebacker on defense 
and both fullback and tight 
end on offense.

“Mark was also a team 
captain and leader, but 
he was more of a ‘lead by 
example’ guy,” Hazen said. 
“Mark’s quickness and 
physical play solidified our 
defense. He also returned 
kicks and punts and did 
everything the coaches asked 
and did it all very well.”

Despite missing games 
late in the season due to 
a severely sprained ankle 
suffered against Thermopolis, 
Grant finished with 32 
assisted tackles and 15 solo 

tackles, five tackles for a loss, 
one sack, four pass breakups, 
one fumble recovery, three 
interceptions and a blocked 
kick. On offense, he rushed 
for 210 yards on 44 carries 
and scored six touchdowns. 
He caught five passes for 38 
yards.

McArthur had an 
outstanding defensive year 
at safety for the Bulldogs and 
was also a top wide receiver.

Fourteen Bulldogs earn all- state/all-conference honors

David Peck
Lovell football players receiving post-season honors include 
(above, l-r) Eli Moody, Dino Collins, Dylan Hultgren, Garrett Angell, 
Tanner Rohrer, Dimas Patina, Steven Pickett, coach Doug Hazen, 
Nathan Grant, Mark Grant, Hunter Hinckley, McKayan May, Collin 
McArthur, AJ Montanez and Cody Savage (right).

“He came up with some 
huge plays throughout the 
season, and as a coach I felt 
Collin didn’t get as much 
credit for the success of the 
team this year as he should 
have. He did things that 
helped us in the playoffs as 
much as any player.”

McArthur was second 
on the team in defensive 
points and finished with 52 
assisted tackles, 24 solo stops, 
four pass breakups, three 
interceptions and four blocked 
kicks. On offense, he caught 
12 passes for 255 yards, 
leading the team with 21.3 
yards per catch. He caught 
three touchdown passes.

Collins was a second-year 
starter at running back as 
a junior and also started at 
linebacker for the Bulldogs.

“Obviously, Dino was 
our number-one offensive 
weapon,” Hazen said. “He 
is a physical runner who 
doesn’t go down on first 
contact. He got hurt in the 
Mountain View game (ankle), 
played sparingly against 
Greybull, then was healthy 
until the Newcastle game, 
when he re-injured the ankle. 
But he looked fine in the 
championship game.”

Collins led the Bulldogs 
with 1,202 yards rushing 
on 197 attempts, a 6.1-yard 
average, and he scored 17 
touchdowns. He also caught 
10 passes for 126 yards and 
led the team with 1,521 all-
purpose yards. On defense 
he had 22 assisted tackles, 
13 solo tackles, two tackles 
for a loss, three sacks, 
four pass breakups, two 
fumble recoveries and two 
interceptions.

Junior Dylan Hultgren 

stepped in at quarterback 
this season and ran the 
Lovell offense with precision, 
completing 117 of 177 passes 
(66 percent) for 1,490 yards 
with 13 touchdowns and five 
interceptions.

“Dylan was maybe the 
hardest-working kid on the 
team,” Hazen said. “He was 
the first one in to watch film 
and the last one to leave. He 
took charge of the offense. A 
lot of our offensive success 
was because of him. He was 
efficient and managed the 
offense well.”

Cody Savage did it all for 
the Bulldogs, starting at tight 
end, defensive end, kicker and 
punter.

“Cody was another hard-
working kid; we had great 
kids overall this year, and 
they all put in a lot of time 
and effort,” Hazen said. 
“He’s a big guy who uses his 
size well. It’ll be exciting to 
have all of our juniors back 
again next year. His kicking 
was phenomenal. He was a 
weapon for us.”

Savage led the Bulldogs 
with 43 catches for 443 yards 
and three touchdowns. He 
also averaged 43 yards per 
punt and was four of six on 
field-goal attempts and 41-53 
on extra points.

Hazen had plenty of praise 
for Hinckley, who started at 
cornerback on defense and 
wide receiver on offense.

“Hunter was probably 
the most assignment-sound 
defensive player I’ve had an 
opportunity to coach,” the 
coach said. “He was always 
where he was supposed to 
be. He was one of the guys 
who did his job and did it 
very well. He and Collin gave 

us some extra juice at wide 
receiver, too.”

Hinckley caught 16 
passes for 225 yards and 
two touchdowns, and he 
was fourth on the team in 
defensive points with 44 
assisted tackles, 20 solo 
tackles, two tackles for a loss, 
eight pass breakups and three 
interceptions.

Moody made tremendous 
improvement from his 
freshman to senior season, 
Hazen said, coming back from 
an injury in 2010 to start at 
offensive tackle and defensive 
end.

“Eli was one of the guys 
who improved the most from 
the beginning of the year 
to the end,” Hazen said. 
“He’s been a hard-worker 
throughout his career. He was 
solid on the offensive line and 
defensively made some huge 
plays in the championship 
game.”

Moody finished with 44 
assisted tackles, six solo 
stops, four tackles for a loss 
and two fumble recoveries.

Garrett Angell was a run-
stopped in the middle of the 
defensive line at defensive 
tackle for the Bulldogs.

“He was a big player (6-
6, 330) who plugged up the 
middle and made it hard to 
run against our defense,” 
Hazen said. “He also got a 
good push and 
put on some 
pressure when 
we needed it.”

Angell finished 
with 35 assisted 
tackles, five solo 
tackles, two 
tackles for a loss 
and one pass 
breakup.

Angell has received several 
other awards this year: 2011 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl 
nominee, ESPN All-Wyoming 
team and Gridiron University 
All-American, invited to play 
in the Prep Star Classic All-
American game January 7 in 
Las Vegas.

Highlights of the all-
conference honorable mention 
players include:

McKayan May – six 
interceptions and five pass 
breakups.

Steven Pickett – team 
captain, 30 assisted tackles 
and two solo stops; 116 
yards rushing and three 
touchdowns – all before 
his injury in game five at 
Greybull.

Nathan Grant – 231 yards 
rushing and two TDs, 12 
receptions for 206 yards 
and three TDs; 20 assisted 
tackles, 19 solo tackles and 
three pass breakups.

Dimas Patina – Second 
on the team in rushing with 
534 yards on 91 carries, a 5.9 
average, with six touchdowns.

Tanner Rohrer – Anchored 
the offensive line at center.

Dillon Pickett (HM Super 
25) – 66 assisted tackles, 18 
solo tackles, eight tackles for 
a loss, four pass breakups, 
one fumble recovery, four 
interceptions.
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24 years ago 

looking back at ‘the other dream 
season’ – the 1987 9-0 Bulldogs

By DaviD peCk
There was one other “dream sea-

son” in Lovell football history – the 
1987 Bulldog team that went 9-0 and 
won the Class 2A title with a 14-6 
win over the Upton Bobcats in Upton.

Members of that team – like the 
current group of Bulldogs – recall a 
team with excellent coaching, dis-
cipline and execution – stressed by 
head coach Craig Nelson and assis-
tants Ron Osborne and Gerry Chris-
tiansen.

Lovell and Greybull were the 
teams to beat in the Five Rivers Con-
ference that year, but also strong 
were Rocky Mountain, Shoshoni and 
Riverside. The Five Rivers had seven 
members, so the Bulldogs played one 
non-conference game, then six league 
games, followed by two rounds of the 
playoffs.

The Bulldogs opened the season 
with a 32-8 win over the Thermopo-
lis Bobcats in Thermop. Senior Steve 
Sessions rushed for 153 yards and 
four touchdowns. Former Lovellite 
Joe Schmidt threw a touchdown pass 
for Thermopolis.

The Bulldogs opened the con-
ference season at home the follow-
ing week with a 26-6 homecoming 
win over the tough Shoshoni Wran-
glers, who had defeated the Bulldogs 
in each of the previous two seasons. 
Lovell rushed for 345 yards in the 
game.

Home again in week three, the 
Bulldogs beat Riverside 44-25 as 
Sessions out-gained future Stanford 
player Becket Hinckley 224-156. 
Lovell led early in the game 32-7.

Lovell then rushed for 437 yards 
in week four as the Bulldogs blew 
out Wind River in Pavillion 63-8. 
The following week, they crushed 
Wyoming Indian at home, 58-0, as 
the defense dominated and Rod Win-
land threw two touchdown passes.

At 5-0, the Bulldogs faced a key 
test against Greybull and future Wy-
oming quarterback Bobby Wright in 
Greybull. The Buffs were also 5-0 
going into the game. It was a thrill 
as Lovell won 22-14 on a five-yard 
run by Steve Sessions and a two-
point conversion by Sessions. Lovell 
trailed 14-6 late but tied the game 
late on a four-yard run by Sessions 
and a two-point conversion by Win-
land – set up by a 36-yard play-ac-
tion pass from Winland to fullback 
Mike Jones.

Players shaved coach Craig Nel-
son’s head following the game, ful-

filling the coach’s promise if the 
team won the conference crown.

The Bulldogs closed out the regu-
lar season with a 50-0 win over Rocky 
Mountain on a Wednesday afternoon 
in Lovell. Sessions rushed for 348 
yards on 17 carries. The Bulldogs 
were idle the following week and 
had time to prepare for the playoffs 
and a Halloween afternoon contest 
in Lovell against the Pinedale Wran-
glers.

Lovell defeated a big and tough 
Pinedale squad 20-7, a team former 
Bulldog Chad Lindsay recalls hav-
ing five future college players and 
one future NFL player in John Bur-
roughs. Pinedale came into the game 
with the state’s number-one defense, 
while Lovell had the top-ranked of-
fense.

But it was the Lovell defense that 
made the difference in the game. 
Pinedale scored early to lead 7-0, but 
the Bulldogs stopped the Wranglers 
on their next five possessions while 
scoring 20 points. Winland hit Corey 
Vandenboom for a 15-yard touch-
down pass, then Sessions scored on 
a 76-yard run and a 10-yard run as 
Lovell led 20-7 at halftime. Big plays 
on defense allowed Lovell to keep 
Pinedale out of the end zone in the 
second half.

Lovell travelled to cold, windy 
Upton for the championship game. 

The Bobcats had defeated Chey-
enne Seton in the other semifinal 
and were 9-0 coming into the game. 
The Bulldogs scored on defense and 
special teams to win as Kurt Acton 
blocked an early punt that was re-
covered in the end zone by Jones 
(Sessions two-point conversion) and 
after Upton made it 8-6 in the first, 
the score remained close until the 
fourth quarter when Vandenboom 
picked off a pass and scored the in-
surance touchdown.

The game was the final contest 
for seven seniors: Kurt Acton, Brad 
Wolvington, Steve Sessions, Mike 
Jones, Bill Baxendale, Bob Franck-
owiak and Brook Abraham. There 
were also 15 strong juniors on the 
squad: Kevin Walker, Kevin Ses-
sions, Todd Hayes, Corey Vanden-
boom, Rich Mickelson, Rod Winland, 
Shane Mangus, Trent Abraham, 
Chris Cornwall, Carson Cornwall, 
Brook Tippetts, Jayson Thompson, 
Mike Lely, Tyrel Graves and Chad 
Lindsay.

playerS reMeMBer
What members of that ’87 cham-

pionship team recall today is how 
that squad, like the current cham-
pions, knew what teamwork was all 
about.

“Everybody worked well togeth-
er,” said Jones, a senior fullback and 
all-state defensive end on the team. 
“Coach Nelson always preached 
knowing your assignment and tak-
ing care of it. It didn’t hurt having 
the state’s leading rusher at run-
ning back (Sessions). For my money, 
Steve was one of the best high school 
runners I’ve ever seen.

“We all enjoyed playing for 
Coach Nelson. He always got the 
kids fired up and motivated to play. 
It felt like we just got on a roll and it 
just kept on rolling.”

“We were just disciplined,” said 
Brook Tippetts, a junior defen-
sive tackle on the ’87 team. “There 
weren’t a lot of people who went both 
ways, so we had a defense and an of-
fense. We had enough kids to wear 
teams down.

“He (Nelson) was a great coach 
and a great motivator. We did a lot 
of stunts and things on defense that 
a lot of teams just weren’t doing. Ev-
erybody had a lot of respect for him 
and, as a result, we were a well-dis-
ciplined team, and that makes a big 
difference.”

The season was the best in 

Lovell gridiron history, but it had 
been brewing for several years, said 
Kevin Walker, a junior middle line-
backer and fullback on the team.

“Our strong suit in middle school 
was football,” he said. “Nobody was 
ready for it. Nobody expected us to 
do anything.”

Added Chad Lindsay, a junior 
tight end, defensive end and kicker 
on the team, “That group knew the 
true meaning of team. It was the 
most selfless group working for the 
collective good rather than individ-
ual glory. We had an adherence to 
training rules and a willingness to 
do whatever was asked.

“Everyone had a job, and you 
had to stick to that job.”

Walker recalls Sessions being 
a dominant back – “the best run-
ning back I’ve seen” --  but also how 
the team worked together to make 
the running game successful. He re-
calls Sessions (whose talented young-
er brother Kevin was also a running 
back on the team) going 98 yards for 
a touchdown and lineman Bill Baxen-
dale went the distance to the end zone 
with him. He said Sessions battled in-
juries during his career but it all came 
together when he was a senior.

“It was not only the running 
backs but the linemen plowing the 
road and filling their assignments to 
the Nth degree,” Lindsay said.

All of the 1987 champions con-
tacted said they are proud of the 
2011 champs.

“You bet I am,” Tippetts said. “I 
hope they can bring it home again 
next year.”

“I think it’s awesome,” said 
Jones. “I’ve been rooting them on all 
year.”

In the case of Lindsay and Walk-
er, they coached the 2011 champions 
in middle school.

“We’ve always supported them 
and wanted them to do this because 
they’ve been committed (to the 
game) for years,” Lindsay said.

“It just snowballed,” Walker 
added. “They’ve worked so hard. You 
can’t explain it (winning a title). It 
means so much. You’ll never get it 
back. That’s why it means so much 
more.

“Watching them from then (mid-
dle school) to now is amazing. There 
hasn’t been a group dedicated to off-
season training like these kids.”

And as if summing it all up, 
Lindsay added, “You can’t teach or 
coach ‘want to.’”

1987 Season
Lovell 32, Thermopolis 8 
 in Thermopolis
Lovell 26, Shoshoni 6 
 in Lovell
Lovell 44, Riverside 25
  in Lovell
Lovell 63, Wind River 8 
 in Pavillion
Lovell 58, Wyo. Indian 0 
 in Lovell
Lovell 22, Greybull 14 
 in Greybull
Lovell 50, Rocky Mtn. 0 
 in Lovell

playoffs
Lovell 20, Pinedale 7 
 in Lovell
Lovell 14, Upton 6 in Upton

We are delighted with 
your success in the
 state championship

226 E. Main, Lovell
548-6909

We are proud 
supporters of all 
Bulldog athletics. 

Keep up the good 
work and success 
will always come 

your way.

Lovell Drug
164 E. Main, Lovell

548-7231

North Big Horn Senior 
Center
and

North Big Horn Senior 
Citizens Service 

District

Congratulations 
to the

Lovell High 
School

Football 
Team!

We salute your hard work 
and dedication!

Haskell 
Funeral Home
605 East Main • 548-7678

Congratulations to
the Lovell Bulldog

State Championship
football team on an 
undefeated season!

Be proud of yourselves, 

just as we are!
Miller Fabrication

80 E. Hwy 14A, Lovell • 548-6346

Lovell center 
Tanner Rohrer 
(62) and right 
guard AJ 
Montanez (75) 
prepare to line 
up over the ball 
during the first 
quarter of the 
championship 
game in Laramie. 
The Lovell 
offensive line 
dominated play 
in the first half.

dAvid PeCk

http://www.johnsonhomeandland.com
http://www.haskellfuneralhome.com
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2011
State
Champs!

Lovell
Bulldogs

Sophomore 
linebacker Dillon 
Pickett puts fierce 
pressure on Lyman 
quarterback Wade 
Eyre early in the 
championship 
game in Laramie.

Dino Collins follows his blockers in short yardage near the Lyman goal line during the first quarter of 
the November 11 title game.

Lovell head coach 
Doug Hazen (right) 
and offensive 
coordinator Bob 
Weber discuss 
strategy during 
the fourth quarter 
of the win over 
Lyman in Laramie.

Lovell senior end Eli Moody (53) tears the football from the 
grasp of Lyman fullback Bransen Bradshaw on Lyman’s first 
play from the line of scrimmage in the title game.

photos by David peck


